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We are looking forward to the first day of spring on March 20111 and the beginning of a wonderful 
new season! Our days will become longer (don ' t forget to set your clocks ahead by one hour to 
Daylight Savings Time on March 13, 2016) and there is always a great sense of anticipation and 
excitement as the winter coats are tucked away until next year and we see the robins return! As a 
reminder, our last day of school for the 2015-2016 school year is Monday, June 13, 2016, since 
we have used only one snow day so far. Please keep in mind that this will change if additional 
inclement weather days are needed. Additionally, our DLC 2016 Extended School Year 
calendar and the 2016 - 2017 school calendar have been approved and may be found on our 
website at http://www.mujc.org/domain/119. 

We are so proud of the wonderful work that our DLC students do on a daily basis as part of the 
DLC transition program! Our DLCs continue to provide "real life" training opportunities where 
students learn prerequisite skills that are required to be successful at a work location, in a day 
program, or at volunteer experiences in the community upon graduation. Our transition activities 
occur in different locales depending on the skills being taught. These locations are both in the 
community at work sites or at the DLCs' vocational labs. 

Our transition coordinators continue to develop more and more relationships with employers 
who are located in close proximity to the DLCs. Current job sampling sites include area 
restaurants, dry cleaners, grocery stores, and a greenhouse (please see the homepage of our 
website at www.mujc.org for a complete list). Some of the tasks our students perform at these 
sites include sorting hangers, wiping down tables, watering plants, assembling pizza boxes, 
putting inventory on shelves, and stocking refrigerated items. Aside from learning the required 
job skills, students practice communication, social, and academic skills when they are job 
sampling. Students ages 16-21 who have the prerequisite skills required of specific jobs are 
transported to the job sampling site with a DLC teacher, therapist, or teacher assistant. Students 
then practice their vocational skills in the natural work environment on a consistent schedule. If 
you own or work at a local business that would consider having our students learn there while 
developing essential employment skills, please contact Matt MacDougall, MUJC DLC - Warren 
transition coordinator, at 908-762-5600 (ext. 4710) or mmacdougall (a),mujc.org; or Ray Colon, 
MUJC DLC - New Providence transition coordinator, at 908-508-1345 (ext. 2248) or 
rcolon@mujc.org. We value your ideas and suggestions for job sampling opp011unities for our 
students! 
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For students who may not yet meet the prerequisite skills required of job sampling in the 
community, we provide an opportunity to develop an array of job entry skills onsite at our DLCs. 
Some of our current "jobs" include packaging candy for Operation Shoebox, cutting and sorting 
coupons for Coups for Troops, laundering towels for a local hair salon, creating memory books 
for a local nursing home, photocopying, shredding paper, recycling, and delivering mail 
throughout the schools. Our students have also created pmiy favors, banners, and made 
invitations for special occasions for many of our parents. If you or anyone you know has an 
upcoming special event and would like our students to assist in the creation, assembly, or 
packaging of a product, please call Ray Colon or Matt MacDougall to discuss your needs with 
them. 

The DLCs will feature many springtime events in March that combine the acquisition of specific 
skills with lots of fun! Both DLC- New Providence and DLC- Warren students will begin the 
month of March by wearing their pajamas and reading their favorite Dr. Seuss stories on 
Wednesday, March 211

d to celebrate Read Across America Day. This is always a favorite for our 
students and our fun day features reading and communication skills. 

With the start of the college basketball, "March Madness - Big Dance," the DLC - New 
Providence students will hold their own "Big Dance Basketball Shoot Around" on Thursday, 
March 17, 2016. To kick off the event, our students will participate in DLC- New Providence 
Selection Monday to select a college basketball team to represent during the "Big Dance 
Basketball Shoot Around." During adaptive physical education classes on March 1 i'\ our 
students will be competing in a variety of basketball shooting events. The winning class will be 
selected based on the total number of points scored during the event. Lucky winners will receive 
a "Pot o' Gold" as their prize! 

DLC - Warren has many exciting events planned, too! March 14th is Pi Day and the students 
will celebrate and explore pi (3 .14) with fun math activities for everyone. The "circus" comes to 
the DLC- Warren on March 16th and 17th. All classes will pmiicipate in circus activities in the 
gymnasium. At the circus, students will practice gross and fine motor, dressing, communication, 
academic, and socialization skills. DLC parents are invited to attend accordin~ to the classroom 
schedules of their children. It will be fun for one and all! On March 24t\ DLC - Warren 
students will show off their music, dance, and comedy talents when they host their annual variety 
show. Several secondary students are practicing a song that they will accompany through sign 
language. During the month of March, the aroma of pancakes will also fill the halls of the DLC 
- Warren every Friday. Secondary students are enhancing their culinary art skills by making 
and serving pancakes to several classes and their families. Primary classes will visit the diner to 
enjoy snacks while practicing restaurant manners and social skills. Vi1iual field trips are on the 
itinerary for DLC- Warren students. Students have enjoyed many Smartboard activities and a 
viliual trip to the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History. Additional trips include the Eiffel 
Tower and Grand Canyon. Bon voyage! 

Students from both DLC sites continue to visit Reeves-Reed Arboretum. They are learning 
about habitats and the five basic needs all living things require in order to survive. Students tour 
the Arboretum and investigate various habitats. Students describe the differences between the 
habitats and which animals can be found in each. Additionally, students continue to work in the 
DLC greenhouses, thinning the seedlings they planted last month. They learn what is needed to 
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care for the plants as they continue to nmiure and watch the plants grow. Several DLC 
secondary students are participating in a daylong life skills class that incorporates vocational 
activities, planning, shopping, and making their own lunch, a fitness activity, and preparation of 
special food for sales to staff at lunchtime. Some of our students are also planning to prepare 
and serve DLC staff a Mexican fiesta of nachos as well as the DLC famous cake balls. As you 
can see, our students do great things every day at the DLC! 

Caring makes a difference. These words describe the message that students at the DLCs are 
being taught in preparation for a visit on Tuesday, April 5, 2016 by Maud Dahme, a holocaust 
survivor. Last year, Ms. Dahme shared her story with the DLC students and staff. She used the 
theme of kindness when she spoke to our students. To prepare for her upcoming visit, students 
have been using the curriculum developed by the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust 
Education. Students have been learning about the following age-appropriate themes in the 
curriculum: people are different and those differences make each of us special; the imp01iance 
of friendship, respect, and tolerance; and the harm done by a bully, including the pain of a 
victim, the influence of a bystander, and the courage of the rescuer. These lessons also reinforce 
the DLC's anti-bullying programs of kindness and respect for others. We look forward to 
Ms. Dahme's visit again this year as she shares her story with students and staff. 

Other notable events this month include parent/teacher conferences, which will be held on 
Thursday, March 3, 2016 from 1:00 p.m.-4:00p.m. and 6:00p.m. - 8:00p.m. At the DLC 
Wanen, informational meetings will be scheduled for the parents of D LC students moving to the 
next grade level on March 3rd. 

Don' t forget to save the date! Please reserve May 2, 2016 for the Developmental Learning 
Centers ' 25th anniversary celebration which will be held at the DLC - Warren gymnasium from 
10:00 a.m. - 11 :00 a.m. Students will visit with their fellow alumni, view the photographic 
displays of all the years at the DLCs, and enjoy some nostalgic music and dance. Invitations will 
be emailed to parents ofDLC students by April1 5t. Please join us! 

Finally, if you would like to see the fabulous time everyone had at the Autism Foundation of 
New Jersey's Casino Night 2016, please go to the MUJC's website at www.mujc.org, where you 
will find the link to the Casino Night slideshow under the "Autism Foundation ofNJ Events" tab 
on the right hand side of the homepage or go to 
http://www.mujc.org/cms/ lib07/NJO 191 25 12/Centricity/Domain/4/ 1-AFoiNJ%20Casino%20Ni ght%2020 16.wmv. 

You can always visit the Morris-Union Jointure Commission's Facebook page for details and 
photos of past DLC events at https://vvwvv.facebook.com/pages/The-Morris-Union-Jointure
Commission/386084684933598?ref=aymt homepage panel. There ' s a lot happening at DLC! 
As always, thank you for your supp01i of our schools. 

Sincerely, 

Janet L. Fike 

JLF:kbg 
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